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Ramblers Northumbria Area
Minutes of the 72nd Annual General Meeting

Held at 2.00pm on 29th January 2011 at Winlaton Community
Centre.

The meeting was attended by 18 members.

1 Introduction by Area Chair.
1.1. The Executive Committee was thanked for their work.

Changes of responsibility in key roles had introduced new
skills and enthusiasms.

1.2. Groups are the foundation of Ramblers’ work in the Area.
Well over 100 members act in a voluntary capacity.

1.3. Important to represent Ramblers’ aims beyond the interest
in walking.  Working alongside other groups with similar
aims has produced results.

1.4. The new web-site is being developed.
1.5. Links with groups outside the Area have proved interesting.

Allows for the sharing of information and experience.
1.6. 75th anniversary celebrations had been successful.
1.7. Some groups had shown initiative in promoting urban

walking.
1.8. Need for vigilance concerning spending cuts which threaten

severe reductions to council services and for active
opposition to the sale of forests.

2 Apologies.
T. Barber, N. Wright, A. Mitcham, R. Blaylock, S. Jeffries, D. Borley,
R. Fletcher.

3 Minutes of 71st AGM.
These were accepted as a true record.  Proposed: M. McVey.
Seconded: P. Jackson.
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4 Matters arising.
The figure of 90% for communication taking place during walks was
queried as being too high. More information was claimed to be
disseminated via group newsletters and emails.  Greater efficiency
in information transmission would be achieved by the new web-site.

5  Adoption of the Annual Report.
This was adopted unopposed.  Proposed: A. Key.  Seconded: M.
McVey.

6 Adoption of the Annual Accounts.
6.1. Between 2009 and 2010 there had been a significant drop in

funding allocated to the Area.  Successful effort made by
Area and Groups to absorb the loss of funds.

6.2. A statement of cash balance on one line only is required in
the new presentation of accounts.

6.3. More use of email and the web-site could reduce costs
incurred in postage and printing.

6.4. The Accounts were adopted.  Proposed: A. Key.  Seconded:
N. Allender.

7.  Appointment of auditors.
Kathryn Howard was appointed as the independent examiner of
accounts.

8. Appointment of Area Chair.
8.1 Dave Turnbull was appointed as Area Chair.  Proposed: J.

Taylor.  Seconded: A. Quick.
8.2 Dave stated that he would not seek re-election at the AGM

2012.
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9  Election of Area Officers.
All Area Officers, having indicated their willingness to continue,
were re-elected unopposed by the members attending.
Area Officers
Area Chair Dave Turnbull
Vice-Chair Ann Key
Treasurer Arthur Quick
Liaison Dave Turnbull
Meetings Administrator Neil Allender
Annual Report Editor Paul Roberts
Minutes Secretary Pauline Hawdon
Access Officer  Nuala Wright
Rights of Way Officer Alan Mitcham
Publicity and Literature Officer Ann Key
Membership Officer Malcolm McVey
IT Officer/Web Master Tim McVey
Walk Northumbria Editor Pat Jackson
Walks Programme Editor Tony Royston
Countryside Officer Vacant

10 Election of Independent Members.
10.1.The four independent members, having indicated their

willingness to continue, were elected unopposed by the
members attending.

10.2.Rob Hutchinson of Sunderland CHA and HF was adopted
as a fifth member.

10.3.There remains one vacancy.  Groups to be contacted for
volunteers.

Independent Members
Richard Fletcher Durham Group
Bill Gallon Durham Ranger. Pennine Way Association
Mark Nugent Northumbria Walking Group
Judith Taylor Tyneside Group
Rob Hutchinson Sunderland CHA and HF
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11  General Council.
To be held 16th/17th April in Oxford.  D. Turnbull to attend.
N. Allender indicated interest.  One other person could attend.

12 AOB.
12.1.Hexham Group has discussed with their local councillor the

possibility of assisting with footpath maintenance.  It was
suggested and agreed that the Rights of Way officer could
try to introduce area-wide activity of this kind.  It was pointed
out that any claims for mileage expenses involved would
place strains on Area budget.

12.2.It was queried whether members of one group could attend
the AGM of another group.  The view was that attendance
was permitted without voting rights.  Visiting members
should be asked to leave if sensitive issues were to be
discussed.

12.3.Active involvement by Area in coastal access.  N. Wright is
producing a report on the route to be claimed for coastal
access between Hartlepool and Seaham.

12.4.Indications are that all user groups will unite to protest
against government proposals to sell off forests.

12.5.Thanks to Malcolm McVey for his work in organising the
AGM venue and leading the walk.

12.6.Rodney Whittaker, chair of the Board of Trustees, is our
new Area link person.

13  Date and venue of next AGM.
Saturday, 28th January 2012 hosted by Hexham Group.

The meeting closed at 3.30

Marianne Patterson then spoke about an initiative called Get
Walking.  She hoped that volunteers would help in route
development and walks leading.
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Rodney Whittaker, Area contact and Chair of the Board of
Trustees, outlined the success of Ramblers in improving their
financial situation.  The main issues to be addressed nationally are
resistance to any forestry sell-off which could not guarantee
continued, legally secure access and to find ways of increasing
membership.
He approved of Area work in setting up training opportunities and
initiating improvements to the path network.

Judith Taylor

Did you know that you can now download this Annual Report
from the Northumbria Area website?
Go to: http://www.northumbriaramblers.org.uk/

Area Chair’s Report
We have made considerable progress across the area in this last
year.
Training has developed from the start we made last year. The
courses have been improved in both the structure and admin by
learning from the experience of the first programme, which although
felt very successful by those attending left room for improvements
which have been made. Our Progress in this key area of Rambler
activity has been noted by the national operation and they sent staff
to sit in on one of the recent courses – further programme is
planned for next year and budget provision made for it – we were
spot on budget this year.
The membership Data Base has been driving Malcolm spare,
However he has gone to considerable lengths to improve our
understanding (and central office’s) of what going on and to get
them to send us the right information.
We have also been part of the National pilot of the programme to
develop a coastal right of way path around England and Wales. The
section involved goes from Hartlepool to the South Tyneside
boundary and is now coming to the end of the detail planning stage.
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We have led the production of a detailed Rambler view of the line of
the path and this will be used to inform he next stage of
consultations with Natural England who have responsibility for the
final route.
We have continued the bringing together key footpath officers from
groups and local authority staff to help understand and jointly
address foot path problems, this has also helped us be informed as
to / and campaign against local authority budget cuts. I this area as
in others it continues to be vital that where our interests are
common that we campaign jointly with riders (horse and bike) and
fellow walking organisations
At last we have a new Web site, it’s not yet perfect but it is a great
improvement on our old one which although serving part of what we
wanted did look more than a tad out of date. A lot of people are
looking at the site recent count gave us over 56,000 hits on the site.
Looking ahead we will need to make more use of electronic
communications to both speed up and expand our contact with our
members and reduce costs. However we will still need to use the
post for member’s who need hard copies.
We now have a staffed Rambler project in the south of our region
which I understand is going well. This project which is aimed at
getting people unused to walking – walking - The project covers the
south of the Durham area and the north of the Yorkshire area. This
was a central office initiative however I understand that they have
been very impressed (and grateful) for the assistance and support
they have received from across our area.
The above are some of what I think have been the major areas of
change, behind it all is the core work of the Rambler’s at both area
and group level. We would not exist if it was not for the work of
treasurers, walks and programme editors, annual report complier,
minute takers and meeting agenda organisers and of course walk
planners and leaders.
On the wider campaign front the issue of the future of our forests
has not gone away. The Northumbria Rambler’s where represented
at both the big public rally against the proposals in Chopwell Wood
and at the meeting with the Forest panel in Hexham. I understand
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that it now will be well into the New Year before the report of the
panel looking into the forests future will be published.
There is another area of National government policy that may cause
us problems in the future and that is the prosed changes to
Planning guidelines. This reduces hundreds of documents to a
handful of A4 sheets doing with much hard fort for guidance to be
replaced with an overriding principal of the development be
`sustainable `. Nowhere in the document is `sustainable` clearly
defined which means that a wind farm , atomic power station, vast
new forest, `needed` major housing estate or hundred miles of new
foot paths could all be `sustainable`. I have posted details of the
Ramblers response to the government planning ideas on the News
bit of our Web site.
There is also the need to keep being very aware as to proposed /
actual cuts or changes in the services that enable us to access our
countryside. Recently we have seen cuts in support for rights of
way work in Durham and I hear that North Tyneside are proposing
to privatise the development and maintenance of highways which
include miles of footpaths and cycle ways.  In defending our access
we need to maintain good active links with our fellow travellers be it
on foot, riding bike or horse if we are to resist the cuts that will
come.
This is my last report as Area Chair since I committed myself to 3
years and they will be up in January 2012. I am standing down not
because the role has been too onerous or difficult – in fact it has
been very enjoyable - largely due to the collective strength of my
fellow executive members, I think Northumbria Area has a very
strong exec team – but because I believe change is good for
organisations and a new person will bring new ideas. This does not
mean necessarily dropping the old, but new eyes see new things to
do / areas to improve and of course I will continue to support the
work of the Ramblers, whatever way I can.
Dave Turnbull, Northumbria Area Chair
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Officers’ Reports
Membership Secretary’s Report
Once again I have to report a drop in membership. In November
2010 we had 2501and to date we have lost 143, giving 2358
Overall, we have gained 248 new members, but lost 391.
This year, we made an attempt to win the membership over to
going paperless, instead of the costly hard copy package. Alas, I
have to report that this has been a dismal failure up till now, with
only 100+ replies in agreement, out of the 2380 members we had at
the last area mailing!!
This project, to try to save the Area’s money and volunteer’s time,
was displayed in both the WN and on the home page of our new
website. Rather worryingly, it has come to light from various
sources, that many people don’t seem to bother to read the WN,
and therefore don’t even know about the new website!! which is
quite a let-down considering the time and effort put in by Pat
Jackson and the Website team. In an attempt to rectify this, I have
agreed with Dave Turnbull that he will formulate some means of
reversing this.
Head office has been streamlining their membership records. In
their wisdom, they have renumbered all the specialist groups on
their computer system.
NN07 Northumbria Walking (20 – 30s), becomes NN50
NN08 Family Walking, now becomes NN30.
NN15 Short Circuits, becomes NN70
I had an email from Cicerone Books. Well known for their walking
and trekking guides, asking if we would like, as a club, to be
involved in their Book Club Scheme, to get 20% off all their
publications, (over 250) with free postage! It was agreed that we
take this on, and I will contact them to go into it further. When I
finalize all the details, I will publish a piece in the WN and in the
news section on our website.
I have added 2 Links to the website for free mapping software.

Malcolm McVey, Membership Secretary
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Access Officer
Marine and Coastal Access
Work has started on the ‘England Coast Path’ - a new ‘National
Trail’ around England's coast. The England Coast Path is possible
because of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. For the first
time people will have the right of access around England’s entire
open coast, including – where appropriate – ‘spreading room’ along
the way where they can rest, relax or admire the view.
Local people, including owners and occupiers of coastal land, local
access forums and interest groups, will be consulted about the new
access arrangements. The Act also means that for the first time,
where existing paths erode into the sea, a replacement route can
be quickly put in place (roll back) – securing people’s right to walk
around the coast forever.  These new rights are not yet in force and
will be brought into effect at different times around the coast.  The
first stretch of the new England Coast Path, at Weymouth Bay in
Dorset, will open for the Olympic and Paralympics sailing events
which will take place there in July 2012.

One of the next sections is that part of the ‘Durham’ coast from the
South Tyneside/Sunderland City boundary at Whitburn Bay south to
Seaton Carew, near Hartlepool.  Ramblers volunteers from
Northumbria and North Yorkshire/South Durham Areas surveyed
the whole area from January to March 2011, (when weather
permitted), and a draft report was been prepared.   The Ramblers
proposed route was discussed with Natural England, prior to
commencement of their survey work.

Over the summer all the land on this stretch of coast that is likely to
be affected has now been surveyed by Natural England, in
consultation with local landowners, and following discussions with
officers from Durham County Council, Sunderland City Council and
Hartlepool Borough Council to ensure full consultation with local
interest groups during the development of the route.  Natural
England is currently preparing their draft proposals for public
consultation. They aim to start the public consultation during the
first part of 2012. The period for submitting comments will last for 12
weeks. Any member of the public will be able to comment.  At the
start of the consultation, Natural England will write to local
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organisations and to all the owners and occupiers of the affected
land of whom they are aware, inviting them to comment.  The draft
proposals will be published on their website and advertised in a
local newspaper. Copies of the draft proposals will also be placed in
council offices, libraries and Tourist Information Centres in the local
area for people to view.
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/places/coastalaccess/
durham

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
A review of the CROW Act maps illustrating where access rights
apply should be carried out every 10 years. The first of these
reviews was due to take place in 2011, but due to budget
constraints, DEFRA have announced delays in this process, and
the timing will now be reviewed in August or September 2012.
Work however continues checking restrictions proposed by
landowners under the provisions of the Countryside and Rights of
Way Act 2000.  Landowners can close ‘access land’ for up to 28
days in each year for land management purposes, and restrictions
can be applied to close access land in particular periods or restrict
dogs. There were many restrictions on grouse moors, but some of
these are being relaxed under the 5 year review of restrictions.
When planning a walk it is worth checking on the website.
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/places/openaccess

Nuala Wright, Northumbria Area Access Officer

Publicity, Information and Literature
The year began with all the noise about selling off the Forests and
as Ramblers we protested vociferously and got a fair bit of
coverage in the media. The government got a shock they thought
no one would notice- the bill could just slip by!! Oh no we say!! So
protesting DOES work . We must now keep an eye on those forest
bills and make sure it doesnt slip by in another guise.
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The rest of my year has been involved in the training we have done
for members with Richard holmes. We have had 2 basic navigation
courses, a full day of First Aid  with a certificate at the end, and a
GPS course. Next year we plan to do some more Navigation, both
the basic and the more advanced.
If you are interested get in touch with your details please. Have a
Walking Good New Year Everyone

Ann Key, Vice Chair

Rights of Way Co-ordinator
We continue to enjoy a good relationship with the Rights of Way
Teams at both Durham and Northumberland County Councils.
Northumberland have managed to retain their full complement of
ROW staff and their capital budget of £200k per year looks
reasonable safe for the next 5 years.  Durham CC have
considerably downsized their team; however the ROW Team
Leader, whose job was threatened, has been kept on.  Regular
liaison meetings are held with the ROW teams at both county
councils.
A meeting of group footpath secretaries (5 Northumberland groups,
plus Tyneside) took place at County Hall in Morpeth recently.  The
main agenda item was to address priorities for the Rights of Way
Improvement Programme on which we were asked to comment
earlier this year.  We also had an opportunity to meet the individual
FP officers covering the county and this was useful.
There is less regular liaison with the authorities in Tyne and Wear.
The Footpath Officer for Gateshead, Roy Deane, was retired in
April and he has not been replaced.  We were sad to learn of his
death not long after he retired.
Discussions are ongoing about building a new bridge at Smoutel
Ford (on the River Rede between Otterburn and East Woodburn).
We are in discussion with Northumberland CC and the other user
groups.  The only solution to all users is a new bridleway bridge
which would cost in the region of £100k (half of the Northumberland
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CC annual ROW budget).  This would open up the ROW between
Otterburn and East Woodburn which has been unusable for a long
time.  The CC would like to be assured that the ROW will be used
once the bridge is built.  Group Secretaries or Chairs should please
write to me to support building of the new bridge and offer some
evidence of prospective use.
A blocked footpath through Morley Hill Farm (near Brunswick
village, Newcastle) is continuing to be a problem and a Section
130A notice has been served on Newcastle Council.  A subsequent
meeting with council representatives was fairly positive but they
have since responded with an intention to close the footpath.  We
are seeking a diversion (which we believe is acceptable and easily
implemented).  Ramblers HQ have been kept informed and are
being helpful.
There is a problem with wind turbine developments in the
Northumberland countryside.  One at New Bewick (a massive 87m
high) is awaiting planning agreement.  If built, the wind turbine will
have a significant deleterious impact on the view from Old Bewick
and the open access moors between Ros Castle and Bleawearie.
At least 3 other wind turbine developments are in the initial
consultation stages just in Northumberland county, including one
near Elsdon and another near St Cuthbert’s Cave (close to the St
Cuthbert’s Way, St Oswald’s Way and the Northumberland Coastal
Path).  The latter proposal includes 16 turbines with heights of
125m!  I have objected to the New Bewick wind turbine on behalf of
Northumbria Ramblers and I will object to others that reach the
planning stage when they are deemed to have a negative impact on
the countryside.
We are hoping to recruit volunteers to research lost ways in
Northumbria Area.  There are very many old routes not marked on
the modern OS maps, many of them old county roads.  Some of
these can be seen clearly on the ground and can be identified in
documents and old maps kept in the county records office and
some available on the internet.  Researching these old lost ways
and getting them onto the Definitive Map of Rights of Way is an
interesting and important job.  Appropriate training can be given for
anyone keen to be involved.
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Finally, thank you to all who have reported footpath problems.  And
thanks especially to the group footpath secretaries for maintaining a
watchful eye on the footpath network and lobbying on our behalf.

Alan Mitcham

Walk Northumbria Editor
The number of Walk Northumbria editions has, as you know been
reduced from four times year to twice a year. While I fully
understand the reason for this, the increasing financial burden for
Northern Area, I feel that such a long period between issues makes
for a lack of continuity and gives a feeling of disjointedness. I have
to ‘wind myself up’ and get back into editing mode after a seemingly
long lay-off and, of course, contributors seem to have a similar
problem, except of course for dear old Bill Gallon who sends me
material regularly. I don’t what the answer is – I don’t think there is
one!
I am also having trouble getting my head round how my editor’s role
is going to work with regard to the new area website and how the
two methods of circulating news to the membership are going to
interconnect. I can’t help feeling that there will be an overlap that
will inevitably cause problems. I recognise, however, that it is early
days and look foward to the eventual resolution of this matter.
Despite sounding distinctly downbeat, I must thank all those who
send articles for WN. It is actually quite good fun, interesting and
informative doing this job!!
Pat Jackson

Group Reports
Alnwick and District Group
With the snow starting in November 2010 we had 3 walks cancelled
outright due to the weather and many taking place in the winter in



16

wet and cold conditions. Well done our trusty band of walk leaders
to recce the walks in such hardship and for members turning up to
support them. We usually have steady numbers in double figures
on our walks and it was noticeable that the best turnout was on a
coastal ramble. We advertised the 15th May as our contribution to
the “Get Walking Campaign” but despite the posters in various
places and announcements in the local press we had a very
disappointing response with no new folks.
Our walks Programme secretary is always on the lookout for
volunteer leaders and, on the whole,this season we have been able
to spread the load between more people. This is especially
important as this year we have seen our stalwart and loyal group of
regular leaders reduced due to ill health.
Our new Chairperson organised a very successful dinner in May at
the Shoulder of Mutton in Longhorsely attended by past and
present members.
We also hope to hold a Pooled Supper at Newton on the Moor in
November hopefully before the winter sets in.
So this has been a year of mixed fortunes for Alnwick Ramblers but
we look forward to the next  season and hope to increase our
numbers.

Linda Law, Secretary

Berwick Group
The Annual Berwick Ramblers weekend away this year visited
Appleby in September.  On Friday afternoon we enjoyed a short
walk around Little Salkeld.  The longer walk on Saturday was along
Lady Anne’s Highway; a wonderful linear route perched above the
Mallerstang Valley Floor, followed by a spectacular route on
Sunday around High Cup Nick and finished with a short circular
walk on Monday morning taking in Dafton Gill and Dafton Pike,
before leaving on Monday afternoon.
Next year we hope to do more walks using public transport, which
in our rural area probably means Saturdays rather than Sundays.
Serena Dean, Secretary
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Chester-le-Street
Early in 2010 we were much saddened by the death of Stan
Rodham, formerly our chairperson for many years.  Stan was
greatly respected by all our members and is greatly missed - he
was a real gentleman.
We have had a varied programme of walks , and they have been
well attended.  Once again we were pleased that there were
sufficient walks leaders.  Also, short walks took place during May,
June, July and August.  Our social programme this year has
included illustrated talks, a first aid course and a map reading
course, and will culminate in a Christmas dinner at Chester le Street
Golf Club.  Membership is fairly stable at 86 but we are still finding it
hard to recruit younger people.
Bryan Stout Secretary

Derwentside Group
This year has been another successful one for our group.  As well
as attracting some new members our average walk attendance has
gone up.
One of our longest serving walk leaders, Kath Mair, is now
spending more time in North Wales with her husband Ian.  But we
have been very lucky that some of our new recruits are very keen to
lead walks.  Our thanks go to Kath for her support for our group
over the years, and we will still see her occasionally when she is
visiting the North East.
This year the Ramblers were successful in securing funding for the
Get Walking, Keep Walking project aimed at encouraging people to
take up walking.  Rob Green and I did the training in January and
February and started leading walks at Middleton-in-Teesdale.  As
you will remember, the weather was fabulous and the first six
weeks was wonderful, exploring the countryside around Middleton.
After planning each walk in the morning, we had a cream tea at the
Café Caramel.  Since then Rob and I have led walks in West
Auckland, Wolsingham, Consett, Annfield Plain and Stanley.  Rob
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was nominated for Volunteer of the Year and he and I attended a
dinner at Barnard Castle in September for the awards ceremony.
All in all, our group has had another successful year and we seem
to be going from strength to strength.
Vaughan Davidson, Secretary

Durham Group
The walks programme has been extended this year with a total of
62 walks published for the calendar year.  I’m glad to say that there
has been an increase in the number of leaders to a total of 15, and
the attendance at walks has increased too, with most of the walks
attracting over 15 participants.  Roger Carpenter and Richard
Fletcher have produced the programme and Roger has also helped
in the production of a programme for “Get Walking, Keep Walking”
on top of leading nearly a fifth of the Group’s walks.
 Roger Cornwell, the Group’s footpath officer, has concentrated his
attention on the footpaths and bridleways in the area of the old
Durham District.  A major problem has been the death of Brandon
Nugent a 13 year old boy when crossing the A690 duel carriageway
in Durham on Kepier Lane, Bridleway 114 in March this year.
There was a move to close the crossing, but the consensus is now
to make the crossing safer by lighting, improving visibility and
reducing the speed on the road from 70 to 50 mph.  The County
Council have reinstated the footpaths beside the River Wear in
Durham that were washed away in floods a year ago.  Particularly
the paths near Maiden Castle in Durham have been routed away
from the river, so hopefully removing the chance of further problems
at least for a few years!  There are two areas where new footpaths
have been generated by the owners.  One is the County Council on
land between County Hall and the East Coast Main Line.  The
County Council is likely to move out of that area eventually so a
careful watch should be kept on these.  The Woodland Trust has
also produced new paths in the Low Burnhall area.  Paths in both
these areas have been included in the Group’s walks in 2011.
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The social events again included a summer picnic and I’m afraid
that the weather was not too kind to us again!  Ivy also organised a
very interesting talk and walk given by Ian Forbes entitled “The
History and Development of Allenheads”, but again the weather
was not too good!  It was decided not to organise a summer
weekend away as in previous years the attendance had been poor.
Cliff Ludman Secretary

Gateshead Group
Gateshead Ramblers continue to enjoying rambling around the
Northumberland and Durham countryside. In addition this year a
large party   of members enjoyed a group holiday on the Isle of Man
during the island’s Walking Festival. A few hardy members of this
group were awarded a certificate for completing in 5 days the Isle of
Man Coastal Walk. A smaller group of members enjoyed a short
stay in the Lake District. A new venture was to join Ryton
Pathfinders on a coach trip to the Lake District for a day, where
some people climbed Blencathra, while others followed a low level
walk to Keswick.
This year the most noticeable features we have encountered in
abundance on our walks have been MUD, RAIN and BRACKEN, all
presenting a challenge to our members who are not getting any
younger!
Perhaps an even greater challenge to our group this year was
ACCESS land.
On more than one walk we discovered that a path on the map could
not be found on the ground which meant walking over the rough
terrain of long heather and tussock grass, NOT MUCH FUN!!
Nevertheless, on average 10 to 14 members of Gateshead
Ramblers were out each Saturday enjoying being outdoors. Only
one walk was called off due to inclement weather.

Val Horsler, Secretary
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Hexham Group
Our walking pattern changed this year. As an experiment,
instead of providing two walks of varying lengths on the same
Sunday every two weeks, we have been walking each Sunday,
alternating a longer walk with a shorter.   This has enabled those
who normally do the longer walk to also do the shorter when
wished.   The drawback has been that those who like walking
slower find the shorter walk pace has quickened.   So difficult to suit
everybody!
The perennial problem of finding enough leaders for walks has
become more acute as some of our older members have now
retired from leading; we are trying to encourage others to give it a
try, but making a commitment three to nine months in advance is a
great deterrent.
In the light of expected cuts to Northumberland County
Council’s footpath budget we asked our local FP officer if there
was anything Group members could do to help.
After a day’s training by him we are now launched on replacing
some of the many faded waymarks we find when out and also
cutting back vegetation when blocking paths.
This makes an enjoyable couple of hours for a small group,
organised in advance, or a useful exercise individually when doing
a recce.
Our Footpath Secretary reports on progress of various ongoing
local route problems:-

Smoutel Ford:  The diversion involved preparation of the objection
to the order and the subsequent Public Inquiry at which the
inspector refused to confirm
Hexham Swimming Pool steps:  We collected over 40 witness
statements in support  of the historic footpath becoming a ROW
Barrasford Station:  The claim for a FP along the old railway line
has finally been sent to the Secretary of State for determination
Foresty sell-off: Several members of the group attended the rally
in Chopwell Woods



21

Budget cuts:  letters were sent to both Northumberland and
Durham CC concerning proposed cuts to ROW finances

Ros Blaylock, Hexham Group Secretary
Mavis Harris, Hexham Footpath Secretary

Morpeth
We continue to walk twice a month whatever the weather.
Fortunately, so far this year, we have not had to actually cancel any
walks due to inclement weather, although some of them have had
to be modified slightly:-
Our January walk in Hulne Park was more of a skating expedition –
very exciting!  In August we didn’t quite make it to the tops of Easter
and Wester Tors as we were in danger of being blown off!  Also in
August on our Eglingham walk we were unable to cross a stream
because the water was so high and the current so strong due to
several days rain the week before.  However we did manage to find
a detour and were able to carry on.  In October our Haltwhistle walk
had to be shortened because of knee high mud!
For our Christmas dinner we went to the Swan at Choppington and
dined in the conservatory which, fortunately, was very well heated
as, yet again, the weather was most inclement and one member
didn’t make it because her car was snowed in.  However we had an
excellent meal and everyone enjoyed the evening.  Our thanks to
Diana for arranging this.
Margaret Siggins Secretary

Northumbria Short Circuits
The Group continues to flourish and thanks to the exceptional
efforts of our Walks Coordinator (David Moore) we had a number of
members who led walks for the first time and a very interesting and
enjoyable year of walking.
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We have received a number of enquiries from prospective new
members and some of these have resulted in people joining us for
one or more “Taster walks” and as a result we have some new
members. Group numbers however  remain about the same as
some people have left the group.
The group has a walk every two weeks (usually on a Saturday) so
during the period there have been some 25 local walks in
Northumberland, Tyne & Wear and Durham and a residential
weekend in the Lake District when three walks took place.
All in all a good year
Tom Turnbull, Group Secretary

Northumbria Family Walking Group
The Family group continues to meet regularly and we have a small
core of dedicated family walkers who contribute to the walk
programme. Although numbers are dropping off slightly as some of
our children turn into teenagers(!) we are still active and regularly
welcome occasional inquisitive visitors from neighbouring groups.
We have walked regularly two or three times each month and our
patch regularly has stretched from Teesside and County Durham up
to Alnwick and Craster. This year we had a fantastic weekend away
in late June in Hawes, North Yorkshire staying at the excellent
Youth Hostel in the town. A mixed group of twenty adults and
children arrived on Friday night and walked on Saturday in
Wensleydale and in Swaledale on the Sunday. The walking was
great and the weather was very accommodating for us on both
days. We can all heartily recommend the Youth Hostel at Hawes;
clean and comfortable with excellent food and friendly staff.
We would like to encourage any walker to join the group or come
along for a test walk with us; we aren't too pedantic about the
'family' part of our group name and we happily welcome anyone
who would like to join a group doing relatively short circular walks (4
miles - 7 miles). Most families tend to arrange their own transport as
we don't run a bus to our walks.
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For further details email nfamilywalking@gmail.com or visit our
website https://sites.google.com/site/nfwgroupsite/
Robert Cooper

Northumbria Walking Group (20s and 30s Group)
Another busy year in the NWG started with a ceilidh in February, to
celebrate our 10th anniversary and members old and new enjoyed
a great night of dancing and merry making at the Duke of
Wellington in Newcastle
As usual we have enjoyed a full programme of walks throughout the
year, covering many spots in Northumberland, Durham, North
Yorkshire and the Lake District...Walks, mainly taking place on a
Sunday, with the occasional Saturday thrown in
The group has also had many weekends ( and the odd week )
away, in the Lakes, Scotland, Wales and France...and as I write
this, are about to head off to Langdon Beck YH for an Xmas walking
weekend.
We continue to attract new members, both local and from various
parts of the counry and around the world, who have settled in the
North East and are keen to get out walking in our fantastic
countryside...
Andy Wright

Ponteland Group
The usual pattern of Sunday and Wednesday walks has continued.
The Sunday walking group has a couple  of new members but we
could do with more.
The Wednesday group, organised by John LeRoland, continues
strong in numbers. Ponteland joined with Hexham Group in a
memorial walk and tea  in memory of Bill Chappel who walked with
both groups.
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The annual dinner was held in 2011 at Ponteland Golf
Club,courtesy of our Chairwoman Marjory Scarlett. Our treasurer
Alan Adamson has had to stand down after many years
service,because of ill health. Our thanks to Alan,and to Dick Bull
who has stepped  in at short notice.
A notable event on the Footpath front is our opposition to a footpath
obstruction and closure proposal by Newcastle City Council. The
path in question is at Morley Hill, Brunswick Village. The saga is
ongoing and is being handled in liaison with Tyneside Footpath
Sec. and with advice from Ramblers H.Q.
Colin Braithwaite

Sunderland Group
Our Wednesday walks continue to be well supported with between
28-38 attendees each week although Sunday walks are much less
well attended.
Since our AGM in November 2010 we have been collecting each
Wednesday for the GNAAS, asking only 20p per person per walk,
although some give more. The total sent off to GNAAS at Darlington
since November is just over £611.
I am currently putting together the new walks programme and am
very pleased to be able to say that we again have new leaders to
add to our list. Having struggled in the past to persuade people to
lead walks, it is rewarding to have willing volunteers coming
forward.
At the beginning of October 40 members enjoyed a walking
weekend in Patterdale with walks of varying degrees of difficulty
and length taking place. Food and accommodation at the Patterdale
Hotel were again of a high standard however, the prayer mat didn’t
work very well when we asked for good weather!!
Pat Jackson
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Tyneside Group
Another year comes to an end with a few changes and many things
the same as ever. The Group Committee has had me as the new
chairman and Tom Barber as treasurer since the last AGM.There
were Resignations from Jeff Porter, Deputy Chairman and John
MacLennan, Footpaths Secretary and this gives me the opportunity
on behalf of the membership to thank both for the many years of
dedicated work done on our behalf. We were delighted to have
Malcolm Mc Vey, Membership Secretary join the Committee along
with Stephen Germain Footpaths Secretary
Despite the recession the Group has maintained it’s financial
position similar to last year. We have got healthy balances and
reserves that are sufficiently robust for the economic downturn.
We continue to support the four subgroups by encouraging new
leaders to obtain the necessary skills and confidence to fulfill this
vital role. To this end we have supported Area Ramblers financially
in the Leadership, First Aid and GPS/Navigation courses.
The Group gave a charitable donated of £2000 shared between
Mountain Rescue and the Air Ambulance Service. Following the
serious accident of Angela Joyce during a summer walk in the Lake
District the Members had a collection for Langdale and Ambleside
Mountain Rescue which raised £750. I am pleased to report that
Angela is fully recovered and the Mountain Rescue were grateful for
the collection.
During the next year there are a number of challenges we face. We
have benefited from an excellent service from Rowell Coaches.
VAT & Fuel increases effect all transport organisations. For some
time there has been speculation about the future of Rowell Coaches
and we hope they will continue serving us.
The Local Councils in the northern region have had to reduce
spending on many services. Footpath maintenance budgets will
come under pressure and may lead to reduced maintenance. As yet
there is no clear or comprehensive picture of the extent of budget
cuts to footpath maintenance. We may have to give serious
consideration as to the action the Group may need to take to make
good the shortfall and consider the safety implications for our
members.
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On a more positive note; I enjoyed the company of all four sub-
group members when I went walking with them during the summer.
I found all very welcoming and of good heart. I know they extend
the same welcome to all visitors and perspective new members. I
feel confident that the welcome will help maintain the Group
membership at the present level.
The vital work of coach  and walk organisers is greatly appreciated
and keeps the organisation ticking over every week. Our Walks
Leaders have provided a great variety of interesting and sometimes
challenging walks. We are grateful for all your efforts.

Mark Jellett
Group Chairman

FOR EMERGENCY USE ONLY.
If there is an emergency and your mobile is out of
signal range, so that calling 999 is not possible, try
calling 112, which apparently works all over Europe.
Only if this fails try texting, if you have registered your
phone, as advertised in the Walks magazine.
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Accounts
Northumbria Area Ramblers Income and Expenditure Account
for the year ended 30th September 2011
INCOME

2011 2010
            £         £

Central Office Allocation to
Area 9,229 7,697
Training income 940 1,100
Advertising income 900 890
Current account Interest 5 4
Sundry Income 63 250
Total Income for the year 11,137 9,941

EXPENDITURE
Rights of Way 441 368
Administration - Officers expenses, room
rents 650 247
Group allocations 3,214 2,917
Posting and printing of Programmes,
Newsletters,
Annual Report and Accounts 4,457 5,342
Training 1,821 1,255
Subscriptions and Donations 91 99
Total Expenditure for the
year 10,674 10,228

Surplus, - Deficit for the Year 463 -287



28

Northumbria Area Ramblers
Balance sheet as at 30th September 2011
Net assets 2011 2010

         £ £
Cash at bank - Unity current account 3,417 2,955
Reserves, Total Net Assets 3,417 2,955

Independent Examiner's Statement
Having carried out procedures in accordance with Area and Group
Independent Examination Guidelines, I consider the Northumbria
Area Accounts to have been properly prepared and give a true and
fair view of the Area finances for the year end September 30 2011
Signed Kathryn Howard
71 Highbury Jesmond Newcastle upon Tyne  NE2 3LN
Date November 2011

Arthur Quick
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Honorary Area Officers 2010 – 2011
Chairman Dave Turnbull
Vice-Chairman Ann Key
Treasurer Arthur Quick
Secretary (split post)

Area Correspondence & Liaison Officer
Council Meeting Administrator
Annual Report Editor

Dave Turnbull
Vacancy
Paul Roberts

Access Officer Nuala Wright
Rights of Way Coordinator Alan Mitcham
Publicity and Literature Officer Ann Key
Membership Officer Malcom McVey
Walk Northumbria Editor Pat Jackson
IT Officer Tim McVey
Media Officer Dave Turnbull
Minutes Secretary Pauline Hawdon

Individual Area Council Members
Mr. W. Gallon
Mr. R. Fletcher
Mr M Nugent
Ms J Taylor
2 Vacancies


